Treatment of acute leukemia in children: recent advances and future challenges.
Recently advances have been made in the treatment of acute leukemia in children, it is now possible to cure more than 70% of children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. With the introduction of more intensive chemotherapy regimens in patients at higher risk of relapse and the identification of cases that could be less intensely treated to diminish long-term toxicity, it could be possible to improve these excellent results. In contrast, pediatric acute myeloid leukaemia seems to be a more heterogeneous disease and its response to conventional chemotherapy is not as uniform. Introduction of new and more efficacious therapies is necessary to improve the poor outcome, especially among patients with high-risk features.